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nation, or the lower p?rt of the nation, or a way of thinking
and feeling favourable to democratical government. It not
unfrequently bears the meaning which is often given to the
word " people," or the words " sovereign people," that is, some
large portion of the nation which is not actually sovereign,
but to which, in the opinion of the speaker, the sovereignty
ought to be transferred.

The same definition of Democracy, in its only
proper and consistent sense, is given by M. Edmond
Scherer, in his powerful and widely circulated pam-
phlet, named " La Democratic et la France.77 2 I shall
have to refer presently to M. Scherer7s account of the
methods by which the existing French political sys-
tem is made to discharge the duties of government;
but, meantime, the greatest merit" of his publication
does not seem to me to lie in its exposure of the
servility of the deputies to the electoral committees,
or of the public extravagance by which their support
is purchased. It lies rather in M. Scherer7 s examina-
tion of certain vague abstract propositions, which are
commonly accepted without question by the Kepub-
lican politicians of France, and indeed of the whole
Continent. In our day, when the extension of popu-
lar government is throwing all the older political
ideas into utter confusion, a man of ability can hardly
render a higher service to his country, than by the

2 La. Democratie et la France.    Etudes par Edmond Scherer.
Paris, 1883.